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Editorial 
 

ber Journal. We hope you like the new 
cover. Since our photograph collection is growing thanks to 

er’s donations we decided to print a photograph on the 
front of each issue and if possible include an article inside. This 

On a recent visit to the Resource Centre I picked up a flier 
relating to the Scottish Military Research Group. On exploring the site I came 
across a copy of “Outpost” the magazine of the 17th Battalion HLI. The June 
1915 issue made entertaining reading, with cartoons and poems obviously 
intended to lighten dark days and raise spirits. In a section headed “Answers to 
Correspondents” I liked 
“B. Wildered – We are afraid you only have yourself to blame. A joke’s a     
                      joke, but a sergeant’s joke is different. You should have laughed.” 
 

You can read more on www.scottishmilitaryresearch.co.uk/. You will also find 
photographs and details of War Graves and Memorials from all over Scotland.  
 

Still on a military theme on p.19 we have an Introduction to Signals Intelligence. 
This explains the approach to code breaking during WW2. There is a second 
part to this article covering the Cold War that has been held over meantime.  
 

All the best to you and yours for Christmas and the New Year. 
May all your researching be successful - and don’t forget to share your stories! 

Maureen McNeill 
 

Chairman’s Report 
 

 again, where did the year go?  

ear we had overseas members from Canada, Australia, 
d, USA, South Africa and Dubai visiting the 
is included our very own Web-master Jim 

e way from Oz. It is always nice to meet members 
during these visits; we look forward to meeting more of you if you can manage 
to Bonnie Scotland. If you are planning a visit please get in touch beforehand 
and we will try and have material ready when you arrive. 
 

We recognise the need for everyone to tighten expenditure during the current 
tough times. To help members we are offering you membership at a discount if 
you wish to receive your Journals electronically instead of on paper. This is fully 
explained in the enclosed membership Renewal Form. This discount price will 
be £10 for both UK and Overseas membership receiving Journals by E-mail.  
 

Photographic Library.  So far we have received photographs of Motherwell, 
Newarthill, Bothwell, Uddingston, Blantyre and Strathaven (but there is always 

Welcome to the Decem

memb

issue features Bothwell.  

Hi All.        
It’s nearly Christmas
 

Over the y
France, New Zealan
Resource Centre. Th
Rouse all th
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room for more). These pictures are now being worked on. Some need to have 
marks and scratches removed, or just a general touch up job. Then there is the 
naming and indexing before we have a working library of images. As you will 
see above we still require pictures of many areas of Lanarkshire before it will be 
a library that covers all of Lanarkshire. Keep the pictures coming folks, they can 
be for any period of time i.e. during your own life time to early 1900s pictures, 
Postcards can be of any period. Where possible attach details of the picture. 
 

2012 is our 21st Anniversary as a family history society; we are planning to hold 
a Dinner possibly in April. We will keep you informed. 
 

Over the winter months we have been invited to give “Family History” talks at 7 
Lanarkshire Churches. If you know of any other organisations that would like a 
speaker at one of their meetings please put them in touch with our Secretary. 
 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to each and every one of you and 
you families.        

“Lang may your Lum Reek” 
Bob Stewart 

 

Lenziemill Archives 
 

North Lanarkshire Council Archives & Records Centre is moving to a new 
facility in Motherwell during the first quarter of 2012. 
All staff will be working together with the removal company throughout this 
period to ensure the safe transfer of the archives to their new location. As a 
result our service will be disrupted from 1st December 2011 until 2nd April 
2012 as follows: 
Search room:  
From Thursday, 1st December 2011 we will only be able to accommodate visits 
regarding burial and poor law records.  
From Monday, 19th December 2011 the search room will be closed until the 
opening of our new facility in April 2012.  
External enquiries: 
From Thursday, 1st December 2011 we will only be able to answer burial and 
poor law enquiries.  
From Monday, 19th December 2011 we will not be able to answer any external 
enquiries until the opening of our new facility scheduled for April 2012.  
We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause but look forward to 
welcoming visitors to the new facility. For progress on the move, see our 
website:www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/archives 
   

Wiebke McGhee, Archivist,  
North Lanarkshire Council Archives & Records Centre. 

Supported by the National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
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Newspaper Index for Greenock and Inverclyde 
 

The Watt Library in Greenock has indexed Intimations of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths which appeared in various Greenock and other local newspapers between 
1800 and 1915. There are over 100,000 family notices in the index. In addition 
there are indices which refer to places, ships and events. The family indices are 
contained in over 30 large pdf files which are only suitable for reading online 
because of their size. It will take a lot of paper and ink to print them out. They 
contain names, addresses and the date of publication. The birth notices, because 
of the custom of the time, do not contain the name of the baby. However they 
give valuable information to allow searching in other sites such as 
ScotlandsPeople. 
 

The indices can be accessed at the following website 
http://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/ 
On the menu at the left hand side Click “Libraries” then “Local and Family 
History” then “Family History” then “Intimations”. Scroll down the page to find 
the list of the Indices. There is also information of the other indices on this page.  
Hard copies of the papers can be seen in the Watt Library. 

 
 
 
 

SCRAN Website 
Neil Fraser     September 2011 Speaker 

 

The SCRAN website is a collection of images, sound, movies and text not only 
of Scotland but also from around the world. There are around 360,000 digital 
images online plus many more held in their archives in Edinburgh. Online there 
are large high quality images covering 
  

Maps   Art & Design  Engineering & Construction 
Architecture  Motor Vehicles  Leisure & Tourism 
Music   Media Studies  Nursing, Childcare & Health 
Sports   Arts    Housing 
History  Politics   Religion 
 

There are over 10,000 records from Lanarkshire alone. It is possible to view 
thumbnails of the records on the website and the full image by paying a 
subscription, although access is free from Libraries in Scotland. 
 

The web address is www.scran.ac.uk 
 

The site is run by The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland and more images can be found at www.rcahms.gov.uk 
and aerial.rcahms.gov.uk for excellent aerial photographs. 
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Researching at LFHS 
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Elizabeth McCarrol, our Membership Secretary, gives Tribune Gaius Iulius 
Raeticus some advice on researching his fa
Parks Museum Hamilton. 
 

Being unable to find reference to the 
Records and the 1901 Census, Elizabeth 
Centre and she will be able to check othe
while his surname does not sound Irish 
records; even O’RAETICUS mi
 

In actual fact the gentlemen are me
Living History Society, who give marching displays
 

P.S. Elizabeth did notice the Centurion outfits

 
Roman Camp at Dalziel 

 
  On the site of Carshogle lands were found cinders of the Roman forgers, left by  
  the Romans in their great march from Cambusnethan through Dalziel to 
  Bothwell. In order to perpetuate the memory of this camp Archibald Hamilton, 
  Esq., advocate, younger of Dalziel, in the early part of the seventeenth century,  
  built a summer house (still existing) with a bartizan on the top of it, cleared the 
  banks of the furze and briers, cut a number of terrace walks along it, and  
  whenever he found a sufficiency of soil planted forest or fruit trees. 

From Historic Sketches of Motherwell and Wishaw 
 

 
 

mily tree at a recent event in Low 

RAETICUS surname in the 1881 Vital 
suggested that he visit our Resource 
r records. It was also suggested that 

it will be worth while checking Irish 
ght bring up something. 

mbers of the Antonine Guard – Roman 
 throughout Scotland.  

, and yes, the picture was staged. 
 

 



Miners Voices 
John Templeton October 2011 Speaker 

 

At the October meeting in the GLO Centre John Templeton introduced members 
to his website. Miners Voices is a unique project dedicated to record the living 
history of the Ayrshire miners, their families and communities. Using modern 
technology and the internet, the project aims to give people the opportunity to 
share their life experiences with the wider community. 
John, himself an ex-miner, has spent many hours talking to Ayrshire miners 
about their working lives and recording their stories. The website allows us to 
listen to these miners as they relate their experiences to John.   
The web address is www.miners-voices.homecall.co.uk 

 
Society Projects 

 

The Society relies on the publication of completed projects to raise funds. These 
funds help keep the cost of our membership low, and assist in the running costs 
of our Research Centre. The success of the projects is due to the hard work and 
commitment of our volunteers, but we can always use more help. 
 

Ongoing projects 
 

Monumental Inscriptions from various graveyards throughout Lanarkshire, 
These show the headstone inscription and lair number where known. These are a 
very useful research tool as headstones show the name, age, date died, of the 
deceased and often their spouse or parents name. Other information which can 
be found on headstones includes date born, occupation, and other family 
members remembered on the stone, where they died, are buried etc. 
 

We started by photographing the headstones in North Lanarkshire. The photos 
were then placed on CDs for volunteers to transcribe at the centre or at home. 
All transcriptions are being checked and double checked by others to ensure 
accuracy. Our final checks are back in the cemetery before being put to print.  
These MI’s will be available in both book and CD format. (Only the CD will 
include the headstone photographs). 
 

In South Lanarkshire volunteers go out to the burial grounds and transcribe the 
inscriptions straight from the headstones. (We have some of these photographed 
and intend to have the rest done in due course). These transcriptions go through 
the same checking process before going to print. 
 

The MI’s transcribed from photographs that are currently ongoing are- 
 

Holytown Cemetery - Cemetery address - 258 Edinburgh Road, Holytown. 
Opened around 1905 next to Holytown Parish Church to serve the increasing 
population of Holytown and surrounding villages. Maintained by North 
Lanarkshire Council, Cemeteries Department.  
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South Dalziel Parish Churchyard (Motherwell) - Cemetery address – 
Windmillhill Street Motherwell. Built in 1789 and enlarged and altered in 1860 
South Dalziel is the oldest church in Motherwell. Many of these ancient 
headstones have been eroded by the weather, and many with no legible 
inscriptions left, and the worst of them being holed. 
 

St Patrick’s (Old Manse) burial ground. (Dalziel Estate, Motherwell) – One of 
the first burial grounds of Motherwell, with some very familiar names buried 
here. Although this cemetery is under the responsibility of North Lanarkshire 
Council, it is not maintained. Situated at the Lady Hamilton Mausoleum within 
Dalziel Estate this charming little graveyard is worth a visit.  
 

The Fallen of Strathaven  - Our Military Interests Team is researching the 
names of all the men who have links to Strathaven and lost their lives during the 
Great War. As well as discovering where they died, were buried/commemorated 
throughout the war we are trying to gather information about their social history 
before going to war.  
 

B.M.D Entries - The society have many records of entries that members have 
handed in. We are producing a searchable index to be held within the Resource 
Centre of all these names to assist in future searches.  
 

Photographic Archiving - We are building up an archive of Photographs / 
Postcards with any links to Lanarkshire. Town or Street Scenes / Shop Fronts / 
Gala Days / Mining / Steelworks etc. This will be held at our research centre for 
any member to view and obtain copies of the photo.  
 

Airdrie Weavers Society Registers - Membership registers record the names, 
addresses and payment of dues of the Members of the Airdrie Weavers Society. 
A useful sources as many of these entries are before 1841. 
 

Lanarkshire Sasines - Lanarkshire Sasines from 1831 - 1834, 1835 - 1840. 
 

Braeside Seminary School, Motherwell - Situated on Clyde Street, Motherwell 
(Now Hamilton Road) this is a record of prize winners, pupils and staff who 
were at Braeside School in Motherwell. 
 

Projects waiting to be started 
 

Monumental Inscriptions for Wrangholm Parish Churchyard (New Stevenson)  
and St Andrew’s Parish Church (Bellshill). 
Douglas Session Register - Extractions from the Session registers of Douglas. 
 

At the project evening people work on their chosen project either alone or in 
pairs or small groups. The choice is yours but there is always someone around to 
ask if you get stuck. If you are interested in helping (even if its only a few hours 
a month), at the centre or in the comfort of your own home or want to find out 
more about any of our projects, or have any material you think would make a 
good project then please contact Gerry Farrell. 
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This is a description of Bothwell transcribed from  
“Hand-Book HAMILTON, BOTHWELL, BLANTYRE, UDDINGSTON”  

by Wm. NAISMITH and published in 1862. 
 

BOTHWELL 
 

The village of Bothwell is charmingly situated on the great London Road that 
intersects Hamilton. It is eight miles from Glasgow, thirty-six-and-a-half from 
Edinburgh, twenty-seven from Stirling, and seventeen from Lanark. The average 
height of the ground it occupies is 300 feet above the level of the sea, and this, 
with its fine natural drainage, renders it a favourite place of resort for those 
invalids who are afflicted with chest, or other complaints, towards the cure of 
which a dry elascic atmosphere is indispensable. 
On the North-east, it rises pretty smartly from the haughs of Bothwell, then 
extends itself as a rather limited table-land, and slopes as smartly 
to the river which sweeps round its southern boundary from east to west, 
presenting in that short run the lovely and famous scenery of Bothwell banks. 
Being situated on the northern bank of the Clyde, it has the much-prized 
advantage of a southern exposure. 
The Glasgow physicians are sending an increasing number of their patients to be 
cured here by its kindly atmosphere, and the Glasgow merchants are finding out 
that they may live here pleasantly all the year round, and never be a bit later for 
business than if they lived in the heart of the city. 
Many who wished to locate themselves this season were unable to find 
accommodation. Houses from £35 to £60 of rental are sadly wanted. A hotel, 
too, with accommodation for casual visitors, would pay, and that handsomely. 
The architectural features of Bothwell are quite in keeping with its natural 
beauties. All styles are to be seen; in keeping, many of them, with the character 
of the ground they occupy. The churches, of which there are three - Established, 
Free, and United Presbyterian - are fine specimens. They are served by able 
ministers, and are well attended. The religious character of the community is 
high, and they are active labourers themselves in the cause of Christian 
civilization. They maintain a colporteur who is assiduously engaged in the 
circulation of a proper literature, and in missionary labour. The educational 
wants of the community are well supplied. 
There is a parish school long celebrated for the quality of its education, and 
more recently there has been established a first-class school for the better 
classes, so that as good an education may be had in this village as in Glasgow or 
Edinburgh. 
Families settling here can be as well and as comfortably supplied with all the 
necessaries of life as in Glasgow or any other large town. In winter, the streets 
are lit with gas, and the winter evenings are enlivened by lectures and concerts. 
The ability and character of the medical men who share the practice of the 
locality, is of the highest order, and two of these are resident. The walks around 
Bothwell are many and varied in their aspect. They radiate to all points of the 
compass, and form a never-ending source of delightful recreation. Many of them 
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History Scotland, Scotland's premier history and archaeology magazine, has launched a new, regular 
family history feature. In each bi-monthly, genealogist Chris Paton will provide his tips on the best 
online resources for family history researchers, we'll profile the latest news and events from local and 
family history societies across Scotland, and highlight the activities of a different society each issue.        

To find out more, visit www.historyscotland.com 

do not lose their charm even in winter from the abundance of evergreens, and 
then the filigree frostwork imparts a beauty of its own. Few places are so well 
supplied with the means of conveyance to and from town. There is one 
drawback, however - the distance of the railway stations. This, however, has its 
advantage too, it keeps the village more secluded and select. Residenters enjoy 
the same advantage as those in Hamilton with regard to travelling by railway. 
The owner or tenant of houses of £30 rental and upwards, built since 1853, 
within the compass of one mile from the station, may travel first-class to and 
from Glasgow as often as he chooses daily, at the rate of five pence a day for ten 
years. 

Driver Identified 
 

Issue No. 47 of the journal dated September 2011 contains an extract from The 
Glasgow Herald Archive, July 1911, describing the excitement caused by a 
runaway horse galloping through Motherwell.  
It may be of interest to confirm that the unfortunate owner of the horse was Mr. 
Peter Ballantyne Hamilton, 50, a well-known horse dealer of Orbiston Mains 
Farm, Bellshill. He was thrown from his gig when the horse bolted and 
sustained a compound fracture of the skull. He died the following day in the 
Royal Infirmary, Glasgow, without regaining consciousness.  
Peter Hamilton was the brother of Daniel Hamilton, veterinary surgeon of 
Bourtree Hill House, Hamilton. Their large family originated in Green Street, 
Bothwell village, early in the 19th. century as described in the newsletter, issue 
No. 28, April 2005.  

David F Davidson (Member No. 409) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

History Scotland, Scotland's premier history and archaeology magazine, 
has launched a new, regular family history feature. In each bi-monthly, 
genealogist Chris Paton will provide his tips on the best online resources 
for family history researchers, we'll profile the latest news and events from 
local and family history societies across Scotland, and highlight the 
activities of a different society each issue.              
To find out more, visit www.historyscotland.com 
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Wishaw soldier remembered 94 years after his death 
 

16195 Private DOYLE, Dennis, East Lancashire Regiment, 8th Battalion 
 

Two years ago while researching the `Fallen of the Great War' from Wishaw,  
Western Front Association member, Joe O'Raw came across soldier 16195 

Private Dennis Doyle 8th Battalion East Lancashire 
Regiment listed as one of the missing on the Thiepval 
Memorial. On checking the local newspaper from 1914-18 
he discovered that Dennis had been buried in Cambusnethan 
cemetery, in his hometown of Wishaw, in an unmarked grave 
for 94 years, unknown to his descendants. Joe notified the 
CWGC and they confirmed that he had been buried there 
and they would rectify the records and erect a headstone. 

 

Dennis died of wounds on 19th February 1916, on bo
bringing him from France after being shot through 
mid January while in the act of thro
had been in No. 5 Stationery Hospital France for so
being transported to a hospital in England but succumb
 

During his time in No.5 Stationery Hospital,
letter to his widowed mother Mrs Doyle, dated 21/1/1916 
Mrs Doyle, I am very sorry to let you know that your dear s
much worse today. He is complaining of great pain in head
paralysed down the left side. Everything is being done for
write again tomorrow. With kind regards, K Davidson, Sister." 
 
Private Doyle's body was taken to Astley Hospital, Manchester and then home 
to Scotland for burial. 
Dennis was thirty years of age and part of 112 Brigade 37 Division and 
had been at the front for eight months. He was working in Manchester when 
war broke out and joined the East Lancashire Regiment. Dennis was born in 
Springburn Glasgow, enlisted at Manchester and was the son of Mrs Doyle, 
who was a widow, of 202 Glasgow Road, Berryhill, 
Wishaw. According to the records of the CWGC 
Dennis was named on the Thiepval Memorial among 
the 73,000 missing from the Somme. 
Research for the Wishaw War Memorial book in 2007 
found that Dennis had actually been buried for more 
than ninety years in the unmarked family lair in 
Cambusnethan cemetery. One of the mourners at his 
burial was his brother Bernard Doyle who got sick 
leave from another English hospital where he was 
recovering from wounds received in France.  

ard a hospital ship 
the head by a sniper in 

wing bombs at the enemy trenches. He 
me weeks and was 

ed on the journey. 

 France a nurse sent the following 
which said "Dear 

on, Pte. Doyle is very 
 and neck and is 
 his comfort. I will 



This information came from the local papers 
now The Wishaw Press.  
 

This was reported to the CWGC and 
was found to be correct with the result 
that Private Doyle has a headstone 
erected on his grave in 
Cambusnethan and his name 
removed from Thiepval Memorial, 
ninety-four years after his death.  
 

Pte. Doyle nephews thanked Mr Tim 
Brown and Mr Ranald Leask of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commissi n 
Pte. Doyle's unmarked and previously
Doyle is interred in - Cambusnethan Cem e 
1475.  
From Western Front Association Bulletin 87
 

Royal Flying Corps 3rd Squadron. 
 

Donald died on Active Service in France on 25th March, 1918, just as the 
German Spring Offensive the Kaiser’s 
Battle had started; there was much arial 
activity going on above the battle.  
 

Born 3rd May, 1899. The eldest son of 
James and Mary S Cameron, Wellbrae 
Park House, Strathaven. His father 
James was a Civil Engineer who had 
been involved in the construction of the 
Glasgow Underground and the 
reconstruction of Belfast harbour. 
Donald was educated at the Collegiate 
School Glasgow, Strathaven Academy 
and Glasgow High School, where he 
was a member of the OTC. He entered 
directly into the Royal Flying Corps on 
22nd May, 1917, and after training at 
Farnborough, Denham and at the Cadet 
School in Oxford, was gazetted Second 
Lieutenant on 31st August, 1917. His 
flying training completed, he was 
awarded his ‘Wings’ on 31st December, 
1917. He was only 18 years of age.  
 

The Wishaw Press and Advertiser, 

on for the erecting of the headstone o
 unknown burial place. Private Dennis 

etery, Lanarkshire. Section E. Grav

  Joe O'Raw Member No 17 

2nd/Lieutenant CAMERON Donald  
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Donald arrived in France on 9th February, 1918 being posted to the 3rd Squadron 
as a Scout Pilot. Donald’s war flying training was barely completed when the 
great German Offensive began on 21st March, 1918. 
 
Donald was merely a beginner, having joined the squadron in France a month 
earlier. He was carrying bombs for a mission that afternoon of low bombing of 
German troops, transport and strong points along the British 3rd Army Front. His 
plane (Sopworth Camel No C1562) took off at 15:30 hours from Vert Galant 
and was in the air less than half an hour when he was shot down by Baron 
Manfred von Richthofen better known as “The Red Baron”. 
 
 

Combat Report 
 

Von Richthofen combat report gave the following details – 
Victory No 68. 25th March 1918. 1555hrs, above Bapaume-Albert Road, near 
Contalmaison. Sopworth 1; burnt. Englishman (Beginner). With five planes of 
Jasta 11, I attacked several low-flying English one seaters north east of Albert. I 
approached to within 50 meters behind one of the Englishmen and shot him 
down in flames with a few shots. The burning machine crashed between 
Contalmaison and Albert, and continued to burn on the ground. The bombs it 
apparently carried, exploded a few minutes later.  
Weather : Started fine, becoming cloudy; windy later – Baron von Richthofen 

Military Group 
 

John Mactavish 
 

The year 1910 like all other years was a time marked by significant social 
change and scientific advances. But probably worrying many people was the 
increasing international tensions that would result in the calamity of the First 
World War (1914-1918). At this time a fast growing and ultimately belligerent 
Germany was beginning to flex her muscles diplomatically, militarily and 
politically.  
On the brighter side the then British Liberal Government introduced lasting 
social legislation in the form of Old Age Pensions and Unemployment Benefit 
for a part of the working population.  
 

Of later interest to my father Duncan Mactavish (1908-1971), a keen 
photographer, film buff and radio ham was the introduction of the first infra-red 
photos and the capture of the doomed, droopy moustachioed Harvey Hawley 
Crippen through the use of wireless telegraph sent from SS Montrose.  
 

In fact, the first colour newsreel was compiled during the funeral of Edward VII 
who was succeeded by his son George V in that eventful year. No doubt my 
father would be accustomed to watching those grainy silent films where along 
with shorts by Chaplin and Keaton one saw images of boater hatted toffs at polo 
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matches and other high falutin’ occasions. He told me once that you didn't see 
much of the squalor that so besmirched the lives of the majority  
 

Also of interest was that on a good night in 1910 you may have been able to 
catch a glimpse of Halley's Comet after taking in a few sets of tennis at 
Wimbledon where the gloriously named Dorothea Douglass Lambert Chambers 
won the Ladies' Final. The men's event was won by a chap called Anthony 
Wilding, who like the ladies champion, has tumbled into the depths of sporting 
obscurity.  
Musically, the time was marked by new compositions from Puccini, Mahler and 
Stravinsky to name but a few. Of interest to me was the popularity of Irving 
Berlin's 'Alexander's Ragtime Band' which really isn't ragtime at all but a jolly 
good tune people could whistle to. And, should you have the means, you could 
also hammer out the number on a parlour piano: an instrument that was 
becoming very ubiquitous in 1910 and essential to the promotion of a jolly time 
in family get togethers like Xmas and Hogmanay. From what my father told me 
there was always a piano in Mactavish households.  
 

My great-grandfather John Mactavish (28 Dec.1831- 14 Feb.1910) the subject of 
this text had one of those pianos which if around today and in decent condition 
would cost you a fortune to purchase. Unfortunately it is not known just how 
many of his family could play but common sense tells me that some may have 
acquired the skill.  
Unfortunately, John and his family would have had little time to indulge 
themselves in musical pastimes. Like everyone else of his class and time, work 
defined yourself and your surroundings there was little time for anything else.  
John Mactavish was the second son of Tavish Mactavish and Mary Nicol (1808-
?) and like so many others went to work at an early age, possibly as young as 10 
years old. He was engaged in some capacity or another in a metals factory in 
Motherwell and then for the next 50 years or so as a miner in various locations 
throughout Lanarkshire. This, as is well documented, was a time of great 
industrial expansion throughout Great Britain so jobs were available aplenty in 
coal, iron, steel, public utilities and so on.  
 

Towards the end of his life and still working away at 78 John was employed by 
his eldest son Thomas (b. Dec 27 1854- d.11 July 1939) in the less demanding 
role as a factor to the many properties in Hamilton, Blantyre and Motherwell 
which Thomas had acquired during the course of his long lifetime. They did the 
paper work from a small office in Glasgow Road, Burnbank with the telephone 
number of 256.  
 

Much earlier John McTavish had met and married Helen Smellie (b. Mar 24, 
1832-d.1 Oct.1904) at Hamilton Old Parish Church on 16 June 1854. Helen was 
born in at 9 New Wynd the daughter of William and Helen Smellie. As with so 
many families of the time the Mactavish family grew very large indeed. The 
primary reason for this were the advances made in science and medicine which 
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greatly reduced the shocking infant mortality rate of earlier times. 
Contraception, although available, was largely ignored as having a large family 
was considered a divine commandment which one ignored at one's eternal peril.  

 

Nicknamed 'Tosh', Tavish was a man of very interesting background, a fluent 
Gaelic speaker and also a person of some mystery. He entered my genealogical 
scene so to speak by way of a decaying piece of paper which I found in my late 

 
 
Like so many miners family John and Helen were no strangers to grief and 
misery. One son James, barely out of his teens was killed in a dreadful pit 
explosion at The Udston Colliery on 28 May 1887 at High Blantyre. It is a sorry 
reflection of the times that no insurance money was collected by the parents 
since no death certificate was ever issued for Jamie's death. Several other 
siblings were taken by cholera, whooping cough and catch-all cot deaths. Others 
had very distressing bouts of diphtheria, rickets and an assortment of ailments 
that have happily disappeared from our modern world. It seems though that John 
and Helen managed to escape most of this as family recollections confirm.  
 

Like so many others, the family was increasingly mobile. The 1861 Census has 
John, Helen and son Thomas born 1854 living at 4 Coltness Colliery Wishaw: 
1871 shows them in Hamilton: the 1881 Census at Ann Street, Burnbank: the 
1891 and 1901 censuses at 3 Greenfield Road, Burnbank, Hamilton.  
 

In fact, the 1861 census was the last mention in official documentation of John's 
father Tavish Mactavish (c.1789 - April 20 1862) who was born in the beautiful 
area of Amulree, Glen Quaich, Perthshire.  

John & Helen Mactavish circa 1902



father's possessions. This showed - very accurately it turned out - the births, 
deaths and several marriages of the family of John and Helen Mactavish as well 
as having some information about their parents. This information, I believe, was 
culled, from a now lost 'Ha' Bible'  
I learned that Tavish was actually born at a sheep and cattle rearing 'ferm toun' 
called Auchnafauld not far from Amulree, Perthshire, confirmed by Census 
returns. This incidentally was the name given by his grandson Thomas to his 
large residence at 86 Union Street, Hamilton which he occupied in 1909. As far 
as I know it still bears the same name today.  
 

You may ask how the Mactavish name and presence appeared in Auchnafauld 
and the surrounding area. This is still a matter of contention. One view has it 
that a Duncan McCause (Mactavish) rented a 'merk' of land called Shian in the 
late 15th Century and that started it all off.  
Others maintain that the Mactavishes arrived there from the Clan Seat at Dunadd 
close to Lochgilphead in Argyll at a similar time looking for new land. Some 
maintain that Robert the Bruce had rewarded the Mactavishes with land in 
Perthshire for services rendered in The Wars of Independence. The most likely 
cause, I believe, was a rift resulting from a clan dispute which saw the clan in 
Argyll splitting into three distinct groups some making their way to 
Invernesshire and others to Perthshire.  
  

Anyway, with this crumpled piece of genealogical information to hand, 
backtracking our family ancestry became something of an obsession as it 
generally is with all us family historians.  
From all existing documentation, Gaelic speaking Tavish was the third son of 
Peter McAnsh (b?d?) - another Mactavish variable of which there are many - 
and Janet Menzies(b?d?). Unfortunately, I know little of those people but the 
search goes on.  
From what I do know, Tavish, for uncertain reasons, made his way to the 
Borders where he married one Mary Nicol (1808-?) in Lochmaben on 22 June  
1827. Mary lived in Templegarth, Dumfries. Speculation regarding Tavish’s 
presence in Dumfries at this time would probably include the possibility of cattle 
droving and, more likely, the gathering evictions that were taking place in his 
birth place of Glen Quaich and the territories of Breadalbane. In short: there 
would be nothing for Tavish to go back for.  
 

Up to the Census of 1841 I know nothing whatever about the activities of Tavish 
and Mary. They are listed in this Census as living in Hamilton and from 1851 
onwards were domiciled at the village of Motherwell, then 222 East Millar 
Street and finally at Merry Street Motherwell where Tavish died in 1862. I have 
no evidence of a burial but it would seem he was interred in the Globe 
Cemetery.  
Tavish made his living as a gate-keeper, Mary a seamstress. They had 6 known 
children, several of whom emigrated to America.  
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As mentioned earlier John Mactavish began work early but abandoned this 
occupation for a life of grinding boredom and drudgery down the pits. He 
probably, like so many others of his time, had little choice in the matter. You 
went down the pits and that was that.  
 

But you can imagine John's amazement when his eldest son Thomas declared 
that he had no intention whatever of going down any pit and quickly apprenticed 
himself to a carpenter. Thomas was also a literary man who would appreciate a 
bit of quality time to quote gobbets from Dickens but particularly appreciated 
Tolstoy and Mark Twain both of whom died that year. Latterly, Thomas was a 
founding member of Udston Bowling Club, a pastime he very much relished  
This early training in industrial trades must have stood Thomas in good stead as 
he eventually led a squad in the preparatory building of the Forth Bridge. 
Interestingly, I possess a fixing bolt from this very construction which no doubt 
I'll donate to a museum at some point. Additionally, Thomas also was a clerk of 
works during the construction of Hamilton Library in the early 1900's among 
other constructional endeavours.  
 

Married twice, firstly to Jessie Frame (b. Jul 21 1857 - d. Jul 21 1880) and then 
to Catherine Hamilton (b. Sep 9 1866 - d. June 7 1922) Thomas Mactavish had 
one son by Jessie Frame, named John (b. July 11 1879-d. Sept.9 1916) after his 
father.  
 

Thomas Mactavish, son of John & Helen with his son 
Duncan



My grandfather Thomas Mactavish fathered 12 children in all, the last one being 
my father Duncan born 29 April 1908 at Foundry Houses, Glasgow Road, 
Burnbank, Hamilton and remembered fondly for his droll humour and sparkling 
piano style much influenced by Fats Waller and Billy Meryl.  
My father was also interested in big bands and guitarists in a year that saw 
bandleader Artie Shaw and the multi-talented guitarist Django Reinhardt first 
seeing the light of day.  
 

But what of John and Helen Mactavish? Helen, after a lifetime of unremitting 
domestic toil, passed away in Burnbank in 1904. It was said at the time that no 
greater calamity had hit the family.  
Shortly afterwards a faded photograph shows the widowed John and his white 
bearded buddies sitting on a small wall with Burnbank Church forming the back 
ground. At that time the widowed John was living with his grandson John and 
his wife in Bertram Street, Burnbank. Grandson John was to acquire a kind of 
notoriety in family circles as we shall see and is still talked about to this very 
day.  
 

John Mactavish, only son of Thomas Mactavish and Jessie Frame was 
undoubtedly a character of the first order. On first name terms with just about 
everybody, he was at once a booth boxer, poacher, copious imbiber, moonshine 
distributor, gunslinger and very fortunate in all sorts of endeavours. He was also 
a keen football fan and would have been very disappointed by the result of the 
1910 Scottish Cup Final when his beloved Clyde lost to Dundee by a margin of 
just one goal.  
Married to Mary Ann Murdoch on 29 Dec. 1905 at Bertram Street, Burnbank, 
John and Mary emigrated to Canada shortly after the death of his grandfather 
John in February 1910. But like a true action man and patriotic to the core, he 
was among the first to enlist in Canada when war broke out in 1914 and returned 
home in 1915. During various furloughs, he is remembered with astonishment 
for arriving at the family home in Union Street with umpteen pieces of ordnance 
including grenades, pistols and mines. Unfortunately, John's formidable luck ran 
out at the hellish Second Battle of the Somme in July 1916 when a bullet from a 
sniper snuffed out a very varied and adventurous life.  
So there it is: a short history of my great-grandfather John Mactavish.  
One other thing before I forget. I remember my aunt Jessie Hamilton Loudon 
Mactavish (1905-1986) telling me that 'Aul' Jock' had a few books'n'that aboot 
science aboot the hoose' I wonder if John was aware that shortly before his death 
it was announced that Albert Einstein and one Marian Smoluchowski had found 
a formula for the attenuation coefficient due to density fluctuations in a gas. 
Quite so.  

Donald Grant Mactavish Member (No. 265) 
 

"There are two lasting gifts we can give our children. 
One is roots, the other wings." 

                                               (author unknown) 
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Signals Intelligence 
 

Preface 
I was involved in signals Intelligence for a 12-year period in 
the late 1960s and throughout the 1970s, when I was an RAF 
intelligence officer working in Australia and later with 399 
Signals Unit, at RAF Digby in Lincolnshire. This experience 
is the basis for a series of talks, and this article is a summary 
of the key points covered in the first of these.  
 

Introduction 
Signals intelligence – or SIGINT – is about the interception of signals, primarily 
passed between government agencies; diplomatic, military, economic. In simple 
terms it is eavesdropping on a national scale. It can be between people 
("communications intelligence"—COMINT), or electronic signals such as radar 
("electronic intelligence"—ELINT), or combinations of the two. It forms one of 
the three arms of the UK intelligence service, along with the Security Service 
(MI5) and the Secret Intelligence Service (MI6 or SIS). 
 

In the UK, the agency responsible for Sigint is the Government Communications 
Headquarters (GCHQ), based in Cheltenham. GCHQ works closely with the 
sigint agencies of the USA (NSA – the National Security Agency), Australia 
(DSD – the Defence Signals Directorate), Canada (CSE – the Communications 
Security Establishment) and New Zealand (GCSB – the Government 
Communications Security Bureau). These five nations share the information 
gathered by their sigint agencies and form one of the largest and most 
sophisticated intelligence communities in the world. 
 

Origins 
Eavesdropping of wireless 
communications is almost 
as old as Marconi’s 
invention itself – Kipling’s 
short story ‘Wireless’ 
published in 1904 is 
probably the first public 
airing of the new 
intelligence technique. But 
the modern world of sigint has its roots in the work of Bletchley Park in the 
Second World War. 
Bletchley Park was the home of the Government Code and Cypher School 
(GCCS), whose main task was to decypher German wireless communications. 
Nearly all German military and diplomatic messages were encrypted using the 
Enigma machine, one of the most sophisticated encoding machines in the world 
whose complexity was bewildering. The Germans thought it to be unbreakable, 
and not without good reason.  
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The Enigma machine looked like a rather chunky 
typewriter, and typing in a letter of plain German into 
the machine sent electrical impulses through a series 
of rotating wheels, electrical contacts and wires to 
produce the encyphered letter, which lit up on a panel 
above the keyboard. By typing the resulting code into 
his own machine, the recipient saw the decyphered 
message light up letter by letter. The rotors and wires 
of the machine could be configured in many, many 
different ways. The odds against anyone who did not 
know the settings being able to break Enigma were a 
staggering 150 million million million to one. 
 

Against all the odds, the code breakers at Bletchley Park managed to break these 
codes, and the majority of German traffic was being deciphered throughout the 
war. Secrecy was paramount. If the Germans had the 
slightest suspicion that their codes were being broken 
any improvement in operating policies or procedures 
could have set back the deciphering process by months, 
or even permanently. Consequently, Bletchley Park staff 
never talked about their work. Not until F. W. 
Winterbotham's book The Ultra Secret was published in 
1974 did ex-Bletchley Park staff feel free to reveal 
something of their wartime work. Deaths before that 
time meant that many parents, spouses and children were 
never told more than that it was secret work for the 
Foreign Office or one of the armed services.  
 

At the end of the war, the intercept and code breaking operation continued, but 
with a different primary target; the Soviet Union. GCCS moved to Eastcote in 
London in 1947 and changed its name to GCHQ. Eventually moving to 
Cheltenham in 1951. It has acted as the UK Sigint agency ever since.  

Keith Appleyard 
 

Signals Intelligence – Introductory book list  
 

GCHQ, Richard Aldrich, Harpers, 2010 
If you need an authoritative introduction to signals intelligence and only read 
one book, this is the one to choose. An up-to-date and very detailed account of 
the UK ‘s signals intelligence agency. Easy to read, and the basic source book 
on this subject. 
 

The Ultra Secret, F W Winterbotham, Mass MarketPaperbacks, 1985 
First published in 1974, this book revealed to the world the Second World War's 
best-kept secret: the operation - based at Bletchley Park and codenamed Ultra - 
which cracked the German cipher machine, Enigma. A unique insider's story of 
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the near-miracle of Ultra - 'the secret weapon that won the war', as Churchill 
called it.  
 

Enigma, Robert Harris, Arrow, 2009 
A thriller set Bletchley Park during Word War 2. The plot is pure fiction but the 
historical background, Alan Turing's famous wartime computing project that 
cracked the German U-boat communications code, is real and accurately 
portrayed. 
 

An Australian - Lanarkshire Connection. 
 

During 1940s, Perth in Western Australia was 
largely insulated from the horrors of war.  There 
were bombing attacks on towns in the north of 
the state, but in the city life went on pretty much 
as usual. For a teenage girl there were dances, 
youth clubs, Sunday school camps and family 
outings of all kinds and a wonderful climate to 
enjoy.  One such teenager was Hazel Masterson. 
 

Hazel documented her life by keeping diaries 
and taking many hundreds of photographs 
which she put into albums, complete with 
captions.  Photographs without captions – who, 
when, where, why etc. - are interesting to look 
at, but photographs with all the contextual 
information attached are a goldmine, especially 
for family historians. 
 

 
Hazel went on to marry Bob 
Hawke and moved to Canberra 
when he became Prime Minister of 
Australia.  She led a very active 
public life in her own right, 
supporting many charities and 
community organisations and 
became one of Australia’s favourite 
daughters. 
    
 
  

Mrs Hawke now has Alzheimer’s and is in care. She and her family have 
established the Hazel Hawke Alzheimer's Research and Care Fund to assist on-
going research into the prevention and management of Alzheimer’ disease, and 
to services to people and their carers living with dementia. 
 

Hazel (left) and friend  
in the 40s

 

Hazel and Bob Hawke in the 80s 
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Her personal papers, including these photos, have been donated to the John 
Curtin Prime Ministerial Library at Curtin University in Perth where they are 
preserved for posterity and made available to researchers and the general public 
through their electronic research archive (ERA) on the internet at  
http://john.curtin.edu.au/  
 

So, how come you are reading this in Lanarkshire? Well……… 
 

Near the end of one of Hazel’s albums are a couple of pages of photos of her 
Scottish pen friend Ina Wilson and her sister Isa and other family and friends. 
 

And the captions include Ina’s address – 4 Carlisle Street Springburn Glasgow. 
 
        

 
The full album can be viewed here: 
http://espace.library.curtin.edu.au:80/R?func=dbin-jump-
full&local_base=era01jcpml&object_id=163669 
 

We in Australia can only guess how different life for these girls must have been 
during the war years. None of Ina's letters have survived, only the photographs 
she sent. 
 

But maybe, just maybe, someone in Scotland still has the photos and letters 
Hazel sent to Ina all those years ago. If anyone reading this article knows the 
Wilson family from Springburn and can put me in touch with them so that I can 
add to this story I would be very grateful. My email address is 
d.wylie@curtin.edu.au 
 

People with Alzheimer’s may still have many memories surviving in their brain 
cells but lack the synapses that connect them, making it impossible for them to 
recall people and events with any clarity. Those missing connections leave those 
memories scattered like uncaptioned photos. 
 

David Wylie 
Archives Technician 

John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library 
 

Ina and Isa Wilson

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ina Wilson 
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Lines 
Written After Attending Opening Of Knowetop School 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O’ a the schules that I ha’e seen thats busked wi’ grandeur fine, 
There’s nocht mair pleasant to the e’en tha the schules we had lang syne, 

Nae fancy this, nor fancy that, but jist the real Tam Plain, 
Sic fal de rals we didna’ get in the guid auld days by gane. 

 

It’s jist a’ show wi’ the present age to get things up to date, 
They nibble at the pair man’s wage on funds they canna wait, 
They’ve got to cope wi’ ither toons, an’ dinna spare expense, 
You’d think such educated loons wad a’ be blessed wi’ sense. 

 

It seems oor Schule Board’s like the lae, perhaps owre wise tae learn, 
They say it’s for oor children’s guid they spend the cash we earn, 

That may be true – I maun confess to study is progressin’, 
There’s mair than bairnsies noo-a-days I think wad need a lesson. 

 

I envy not the comfort that the bairns ha’e noo at schule, 
I wadna’ rob them o’ their joys, nor wish them ony ill, 

We pey weel for their learnin’ – excuse me speakin plain- 
We’d jist as clever scholars in the guid auld days by gane. 

                                                     
 KNOWETAP LADDIE 

 
Wishaw Press - 30th August 1884;   (Defaulting parent) 

William Cairns, miner, Overtown was reported as having a boy working at the pit, 
instead of attending school;  Mrs. Cairns appeared, and in a somewhat excited state 
said that she did not mean to send him to school, and that he must work at least half  
the time. He had been long enough at school, and she could not be expected to hammer 
learning into his head.                                                                                                                            

The Chairman of the Board – You must go to the Sheriff and tell him that.                     
Mrs. Cairns – I will just go then. She thereupon left the Boardroom saying 
that she “was not that saft [soft] as to let the like o’ them trample on her.” 

 

Robert Earl (Member No 642) 
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Photo Found 
 

A few months ago a friend of mine attended an antiques fair near Gatwick 
Airport, Surrey and was attracted to an old photograph frame. 
 

When she removed the photograph (attached) there was some newspaper behind 
it. Unfortunately the newspaper fell apart in her hands but she is sure the date 
was 1901 and all the mentions were about Glasgow and district so she thought I 
might be able to pass the photograph to a member of the family through LFHS. 

 
The 1901 Scottish census return shows Robert Forbes was born in Oswell, 
Kinross-shire about 1834. He was a Boot and Shoe Merchant and lived at 252 
Caledonian Road, Wishaw with three of his daughters. Five children were 
enumerated with Robert and his wife Catherine in the 1871, 1881 and 1891 
censuses in Wishaw. 
 

Further research revealed that Robert died on 20 March 1905 at 148 Caledonian 
Road, Wishaw. His wife Catherine Patrick died in 1894, aged 61, also in 
Wishaw. 
 

Anyone who is related to Robert Forbes and his family should contact me. 
 

Linda Kaden (Member No 258) 
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Grandmother’s Photo Album 
 

The following photographs form part of an album belonging to Jane Hamilton 
who was born in 1880 and died in 1970. She was the daughter of William and 
Jane Hamilton of Dalserf. 
The photos give us an insight into work in the farming community about 100 
years ago but the album gives no indication of the identity of those portrayed. 

 

William Hamilton born 1851 at Hill, Dalserf married Jane Hamilton in 1871. 
They moved around over the next ten years and their family grew. 
Ann, born 1872 Brackenridge, Strathaven; Adam, born 1875 Dalyhead Cottage, 
Stonehouse; Robert, born 1877 Springhill, Baillieston; Jane, born 1880 Wester 
Farm, Shettleston. 

 
 
By 1891 the family were living in Whiteshawgate Cottage, Strathaven where 
William was employed as the farm grieve. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The hay was collected on a flat board pulled by the horse.  
This board ran on wooden runners

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July was haytime and two horses pulled the cutting machine, three 
and a half feet cut. Clegs were sore on the horses at this time, biting 
them viscously. If the sun was strong the hay dried quickly and could 
be turned over the next day, raked into rows, quoiled (small heaps), 
then forked into ricks and tied down with two ropes. When all the 
fields were finished the ricks were wound on to a rick lifter pulled by 
one horse, taken to the hayshed and forked into sections (or a dass). 
Sometimes twelve ricks would be built into one large stack, thatched 
then tied down with hemp ropes.” 
 

Extract from Working Scotland’s Land in Yesteryear by Willie Young
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Farm hand with blade from cutting machine  
The file in his right hand was used to sharpen the 
blade. 



 
 
 
The 1901 Census records William 
Hamilton, Woodyard Foreman, 
living at  256 Saracen Street, 
Maryhill, Glasgow with his wife, 
Jane and daughter Jane who was a 
dairymaid 
 

In 1908 Jane Hamilton married 
James Norval Paul(1881-1958). 
Both were then living at Easterton, 
Killearn.                      
 
 
 

This picture is a postcard showing Craig Bridge, 
Strathaven, possibly taken around 1900. 

The cottage on the right was demolished many 
years ago 

This picture is a postcard showing Craig 
Bridge, Strathaven, possibly taken around 

1900. 
The cottage on the right was demolished 
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Do you recognise this farmhouse? 
 

 
 
 

Can you identify any of the people in the photographs? 
 

If you can through any light on the location or content of any of these 
photographs please contact the editor.  

 
 

Murphy's Law of Genealogy 
(Author Unknown) 

 

None of the pictures in your recently deceased grandmother's photo album have 
names written on them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Henry Fraser Stewart 
 

Can you help?  
Since I became a member of the LFHS a year or so ago, I have never failed to be 
impressed by the investigative and detective skills of other members. Bob 
Stewart and others must be fed up hearing me say that, as a former police 
officer, I have found that some of the members of the LFHS are better detectives 
than many of the professionals I have worked with over the years.  
 

And now I am hoping to call upon the ‘detective abilities’ of the LFHS.  
In connection with research which I am carrying out in respect of the 
Lanarkshire Yeomanry, I am seeking information on a former Lanark man John 
Henry Fraser Stewart – better known as Fraser Stewart who died in 1945 as a 
POW in the Far East while serving with the Regiment.  
 

Before going off to war with the Regiment, Captain Stewart was in practice as 
an Architect in Lanark. His father, John Stewart, had also served with the 
Lanarkshire Yeomanry in WW1 and was County Architect with Lanarkshire 
County Council. Fraser Stewart was born in Lanark on 13 December 1904 and 
after attending Lanark Grammar School studied at the Glasgow School of 
Architecture. In 1925 he set up a practice at 38 High Street in Lanark.  
 

Sadly, after surviving the Malayan Campaign of 1941/42, Fraser Stewart was 
taken prisoner and in the years to follow was held in various POW camps on 
Taiwan. He died on 9 June 1945 at Shirakawa POW Camp. I believe that at the 
time of his death he was married and that his wife, Marguerite [nee Chapman] 
was living at the family home at Stickhill in Ravenstruther near Lanark. He may 
have had two daughters but I am not certain about this.  
 

In 2008 an entry about him was entered on an internet web page 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com and although it gives the impression 
that it was entered by a family member, there is no contact detail.  
 

As part of the on going research of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry Group, we have 
been given material about Captain Stewart which relates to his time as a POW 
and would like to share it with his family - if there are any still around.  
 

Accordingly, I would appreciate any help or advice from the LFHS that could 
shed some light on the above.           

Campbell Thomson (Member 1269)  
 

We got it wrong – Sorry! 
 

Apologies to members whose details were wrongly listed in previous issues.  
The correct entries are: 
1444 Mr Peter Adams  peteradams2@virginmedia.com 

1457  Ms Lorna Conaghan Girvan, Ayrshire, Scotland  
     l.conaghan1@btinternet.com 
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Genealogists' Disease 
WARNING: This condition is very contagious to adults. 

 

SYMPTOMS: Continual complaint as to need for names, dates and places. 
Patient has a blank expression, sometimes deaf to spouse and children. Has no 
taste for work of any kind except feverishly looking through records at libraries 
and Record Offices. Has complusion to write letters. Swears at postman when he 
doesn't leave mail. Frequents strange places such as cemeteries, ruins and 
remote, desolate country areas. Makes secret night calls, mumbles to self. Has 
strange faraway look in eyes.  
 

TREATMENT: Medication is useless. Disease is not fatal, but gets 
progressively worse. Patient should attend Family History Workshops, subscribe 
to Genealogical magazines and be given a quiet corner of the house where he, or 
she, can be alone.  
The usual nature of the disease is - the sicker the patient gets, the more he, or 
she enjoys it. 

H.J.Tucker  
Courtesy of: Marion Walter  

 
 

Members Interests 
 

Surname Date(s) Parish/Town County Country Memb. no. 
BRANT 1860 Glasgow / Motherwell LKS SCT 1490 
FEGAN 1900 Motherwell LKS SCT 1490 
FRIEL 1900 Gourock RFW SCT 1490 
INGLIS 1732-1750 Lanark LKS SCT 1470 
Names & addresses 
 

1470. Sheila Watt,  507-65 Speedvale Ave. West, Guelph, Ontario,  
Canada N1H 1J7   e-mail: watt_sheila@yahoo.ca 

1490. Mark Friel,   14 McIntosh Way, Motherwell, Lanarkshire 
      e-mail:  markfriel@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Members Queries 

Bruce 
I have recently found a number of families named Bruce living in Drygate 
Street. My grandmother, Jane Bell’s greatgrandfather was Robert Bruce. Born in 
1816 he married Elizabeth Frame, born about 1814 and spent most of his life at 
Drygate Street. On census records 1851 – 1881 there are other Bruce families 
there as well. Does anyone know if they are related?  
Thank you for your assistance.  

      Lesley Edwards (Member No 1326)  
6 Homer Street, Winston Hills, NSW 2153 Australia 
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Inglis 
 

My great great grandfather was Thomas Weir who married Margaret Inglis in 
1785. Margaret’s mother was Martha Lockart (b 1744), daughter of Gideon 
Lockart and Margaret Inglis. Martha’s husband was Thomas Inglis, merchant in 
Jamaica. Any information re Thomas Inglis would be very much appreciated. 

Sheila Watt (Member No. 1470) 
Email watt_sheila@yahoo.ca 

Brant 
 

I am researching the Brant family. I can trace back to James Brant born 1822, 
bricklayer/mason and died 22 March 1860. His address in 1860 was 24 Cobden 
Street, Springburn in Glasgow. Prior to this I think the Brant family came from 
England but I have been unable to trace.  
Any information or advice would be welcome. 

Mark Friel (Member No 1490)  
Email markfriel@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Cunningham 
 

John Cunningham married 15 Oct 1780 Glasgow Calton, Lanarkshire 
Spouse: Isobell Gillespie born 21st Dec 1757 Glasgow Barony 
I am looking for John’s date and place of birth and also his parents’ names. 
Any help would be appreciated. 

David Cunningham (Member No. 1495)  
Email david.cunningham6458@yahoo.com.au 

 
New Members 

 

1478 Wilson, Mr Alex Motherwell, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
awilson42@btinternet.com 

1479 McRitchie, Ms Laura Newtongrange, Midlothian, Scotland 
laura.mcritchie@ymail.com 

1480 Shanks, Miss Betty Blantyre, Glasgow, Scotland. 
bettyshanks@hotmail.co.uk 

1481 McWhinnie, Mrs Jean F. Motherwell, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
harry.mcwhinnie@blueyonder.co.uk 

1482 McKay, Mr Christopher Torrance, Glasgow, Scotland. 
chris.mckay@dsl.pipex.com 

1483 Winnie, Mr Michael Davis Burg, MI, U. S. A. 
mwinnie@att.net 

1484 Laughlin, Ms Margaret Clydebank, W.Dunbartonshire, Scotland. 
rkmealyea@yahoo.co.uk 

1485 Dickson. Ms Vivienne St. Andrews. Fife. Scotland. 
vivdickson@compuserve.com 
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1486 Pearse, Ms Laura Whitmore Lake, MI, U. S. A. 
HUlmpearce@msm.comU 

1487 Ballantyne, Mr Peter North Grafton, MA, U. S. A. 
HUballantyne_peter@verizon.netU 

1488 Hughes, Mr George St. Michel de Bannieres, France. 
HUhughes@wanadoo.fr U 

1389 McGowan, Mr Brian Blantyre, Glasgow, Scotland. 
HUbarney122436@gmail.comU 

1490 Friel, Mr Mark Motherwell, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
HUmarkfriel@blueyonder.co.uk U 

1491 Friel, Mrs Jaqueline Motherwell, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
HUmarkfriel@blueyonder.co.uk U 

1492 Pridmere Ms Del Kincumber, New South Wales, Australia. 
HUmpridmere@bigpond.comU 

1493 Dunn, Mr David Coatbridge, Lanarkshire, Scotland 
HUd.dunn166@btinternet.comU 

1494 Caldwell, Mr Bruce Strathaven, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
HUbruce_caldwell@btinternet.comU 

1495 Cunningham, Mr David Thurgoona, New South Wales, Australia. 
HUd UHavid.cunningham6458@yahoo.com.au 

1496 Duffy, Mr William Newmains, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
HUbilbride@gmail.comU 

1497 Traynor, Mr James Coatbridge, Lanarkshire, Scotland 
james.traynor2@virgin.net 

1498 Walker, Mr Robert Barnes, London, England. 
HUrobwalk44@btinternet.comUH  

1499 McPhee, Mr George Bellshill, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
HUmcphg@sky.comU 

1500 Muir, Miss Mary F. Shaftesbury, Dorset, England. 
HUmarymuir@uwclub.netU 

 
 

Society E-Mail Addresses 
 

                    chairman-lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk  
             vicechairman-lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk  
                   secretary -lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk 
               membership-lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk 
                     research-lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk 
                      projects-lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk 
               publications-lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk 
             irishinterests -lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk 
        graveyardgroup -lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk 
         militarymatters -lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk 

                                   editor-lanarkshirefhs@hotmail.co.uk 
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To see my heart singing with joy, 

Don't bring me a red leather suitcase. 
Bring me a genealogist's toy: 

A surname, with dates and a place! 
 

A new washing machine would be great, 
But it isn't the desire of my life. 

I've just found an ancestor's birth date, 
Now I need the name of his wife. 

My heart doesn't yearn for a ring 
that would put a real diamond to shame. 

What I want is a much cheaper thing: 
Please give me Martha's last name! 

Genealogists have peculiar wishes;
For Christmas I just want a 

surname! 

Don't bring me 
new dishes; 

I don't need a new 
kind of game. 

Dear Santa: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Don't bring me 
new dishes; 

I don't need a new 
kind of game. 

Genealogists have peculiar wishes;
For Christmas I just want a 

surname! 

A new washing machine would be great, 
But it isn't the desire of my life. 

I've just found an ancestor's birth date, 
Now I need the name of his wife. 

My heart doesn't yearn for a ring 
that would put a real diamond to shame. 

What I want is a much cheaper thing: 
Please give me Martha's last name! 

 
To see my heart singing with joy, 

Don't bring me a red leather suitcase. 
Bring me a genealogist's toy: 

A surname, with dates and a place! 
 

Don't bring me 
new dishes; 

I don't need a new 
kind of game. 

Genealogists have peculiar wishes;
For Christmas I just want a 

surname! 

Don't bring me 
new dishes; 

I don't need a new 
kind of game. 
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